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CHAPTER XIL
My Mate.

sw the duy following the arrival
depurture of the Japanese gun-
L thes aitneked the lttle U-shaped
4 thut Iny hetween two buttresses
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p to the sen Twenty-one men, &
and o wouinn, they went at the
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Ifts of fonr hours, by day and night,
der thie sun, the moon, the stars and
flaming worort, The crust was
fied here and there where It had
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pinhacles, and providing streatps of

molsture thut, in the nights now grad-
aally growing longer, gluzed every yard
of roek with perdl,

The men worked o o muck with
their rubler sen-livots worn out by
constunt  chafing, sweaters torn, the
blndes of their shovels reduced by the
work demanded of them, the drills,
shortened by steady sharpening, gone
like the spure flesh of the laborers,
who, ut Inst, beggn to show signe of
quicker nnd quicker exhnustion with
ottuslonnl mutterings of discontent,
while Lund, intent upon cleaning off
the rock oe a dentist cleans n
crumbling tooth, conxed and cursed,
blamed and praised and bullied, and
did the uetual work of three of them.

Dead with fatigue, filled with food,
drowey from the libernl grog allow-
nnee at the end of the day, the men
slept in a torpor every night and
showed less Inclinatlon to respond,
though the end of thelr labors was al-
most in slght.

“What's the use, we got enough
wns the comment beginning to bhe
heard more and more frequently.
“Lund, he's got more'n he can spend
In & lifetime!™

Rainey could not trace these mut-
terings to Deming's Instigation, but
he suspected the hunter. There waa
no poker; all hands were too tired for
play.

As for Peggy Simmas, ahe did not lose
the polish of her culture, she was al-
ways feminine, even dainty at times,
desplte her work, that could not help
but be coarse to a certaln extent. She
wag foll of vigor, she showed unex-
pected strength, she was a mource of
encouragement te the men as sha
walted on them. And also a source
of undisgulsed admiration, all of which
she shed as a duck sheds water,

Ralney gained an lncreasing respect
in her prowess, and a swift conversion
to the equality of the sexes. Thers
were times when he doubted hiz own
equality. Had she met him on his
own ground, 1o his own realm of what
he considered vaguely as culture, he
would have known a mastery that ha
now Iacked. As It was, she averaged
higher, and she had an attractlon of
sex thet was compelling.

Here was a girl who would demand
cortnin standards In the man with
whom «he wonld mate, not merely ac-
eompany  through ife. There were
times when Ralney felt irresistibly
the eharm of her as a womnn, longed
for her In the powerful sex reactlons
that inevitably follow hard Inbor. Thera
were times when he felt that she did
not conslder that he measured up to
her gunpes. and he would strive to
change the atmosphere. to dominate
the situation In which Tand was the
greater figure of the two men.

Lund was centered on one achleve.
ment, the gold harvest, He ordered
the mirl with the rest: thers were even
times when he reprimanded her, whila
Ralney burned with the resentment
she apparently dld not share.

A lttle hefore dawn on the elght-
esnth dny of the work np the
heach., Lund was out upon the floe ex-
amining the condition of the lce. Ha
hait declired that two days more of
hard endenyor wonld complate their
Inhors.  What dirt remained ot the
ond of that time they wonlil rransship,
Ralney hind Iolned the girl and Tamada
at the ¢ook fires,

The sky wne hright with the nurora
horenlle that would pule hefore the
an The men wera not yet ont of
heir bunks.  They were hone and
muselie tieed. and  Ralney  donbted
whoether Lund, gaunt and lean himself,
eonld get two days of top work out
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wipeere drunk, an” thee'ee wadn. on
strike.” suld Bunily. "Tou konow the
big demilotin In the InFeretta
Rafney nodded. I Was g two-
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resporye supply of strong T frivm
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an empty one from the le 11 In s
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pened  to notiee If this marning by
chunes, They've hin drinkin’ n1l night,
T reckon, Thex'ro ugly Mr. Riiney

It's the crew this time. They go! the
hooze, The hunters nre snher, Deming
atn't In on this, They did It on thelr
own. [ don't know how they got It.
1 dldn't get 1t for ‘em, gir. They must
have worked plumh through the hinld
An' got to It that way."

“All right, Sandy. Thanks Mr, Lund
can handle them, 1 guess. He's com-

ing now."

“They're Drunk, an' They're Goin' on
Strike,” Said Sandy.

The men had got to the ice, hidden
from Lund, who wax walking to the
Karluk on the opposite side of the
vessel, The seamen wie gesticulating
freely: the sound of their volces came
up to him where he stood, tinged with a
new freedom of speech, rough, con-
fident, menacing. As they climbed the
tra!l their lege hetrayed them and con-
firmed the boy's story. Behind them
came the four hunters. with Hansen,
walking spart, watching the sallors
with a certaln gravity that communi-
cated Itself despite the distance,

Lund showed at the far rail of the
schooner with his bar. He glanced to-
ward the men going to work, went be-
low, and came up with a sweater. He
bad left the bar behlod him In the
eahin, where It wae used for u stove
poker.

The men tiled by Rainey, thelr faces
fiustied and thelr eves unu=unlly hright.
They seemed to share a prime joke
that wanted to bulihle up and over, yet
held o restealnt upon themselves that
wns egsed by digs in one another's
ribs, In langhs when one stumbled or
hlecoughed,

But Hansen wns stolid a= ever, and
the hunters hnd evidently not shared
the staolen Nguor. Only Deming's eyes
raved over the group of men as they
gathered round for thelr cups and
pannikins of food. He seemed to be
ealenluting what advantage he could
galn out of this unexpected happening.

Peggy Slmms, under cover of pour-
Ing the coffee. sweetened heavily with
eondensed milk, fonnd tme to speak
to Ialney.

“Thex're nll drunk." she ssld,

*Not all of them, Here comes Lund,
He'll handle in"

Tl seemed st
problem of the floe, At

pondering  the
first he aid

| not notice the condition of the sallors

Then he npparently ignored it.  But,
aftor they bad eaten, he talked to all

the mien

| *Two more days of It Inds, und
| we're throagh Thie heach 1 nigh
foleneed. Wo ean gt out of the floe
It Wlue water ensy. enongh, an” we'll
| kit 0 gool start on the patrol-ship,
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Ngive unelueited B b o spirit of re
|\nh thnt Lordersal on insolepes 1w
Fetonnl with his Bovweal Iogs sppirts it
Utened Linmuds ot ips, sturing al Lund
with o covert arin

Noxt 1o Lumd bt owas the Megest
|wn abhogard,  With the rum viving an
Pt eveardinntion 1o WS usuplly
1H|ll,-.:.:h!r nersous =vstens, he promised
ta he n souree of tronbile

Ralney wos surprised (o sep him
ghrug lis stioniders und lead the wins
to the begel,  Porlinps hreakfust hnd
ll!ulu-ra-ul them, thoongh the fumes of
Mquor sl clung clowtily on the alr

Lund went downes with "Rulney  Lie
stde him, reporting Suanddy

S work It out of ‘e sabl Lund
*That hooze'll be an exprensive Inxury

fto "oy, padd for Ay bined tahor™
They found the men ranged ap In
three  groups Deming  wnd Beale

agrinst custan. had gone down th the
bheneh,  Thes were sipposed 1o help
Lelean the food ntensits, and ald Tima

An nfter a mienl. hestdes eeplenishing
the fires
They sta] p Mitde pwny feoan the

hunters tral Yineen and the =allors
The Flnn, talking ta his comrades In
A low #rowl, with o sepnents
groumn

Thore was an olr of defignee mand
fost tiny
vallew, b frowning enane
it e the twa ley
Lund survesed them sharple

WWhat In h—'e the matters with
ot he tnrked.  “Hansen, sond np
a man for thie dreills an’ shovels  Yore
wark's Inld ont: hop ta 18"

"We aln't goin' te work

wns

n Tooling of suspense o LT
el hy the

pramontoaries

no more"

sald the Finn nggressiyely. “Not fo'
inn #leh wnge ke von glve
| ol you sin't. alo't you?' mocked

| Lund, He wos standing with Ralney
{n the middle of the space they cleared
of gruvel, the seamen lower down the
heach, nearer the sea, thelr ranks
compacted. “Why. you hnoze-hitten,
joury hunky. what In h—1 do you want?
Tou pever saw Twepty doliars ie =
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mmp "You e'o'd enfl yord own  for
more'n ten minnlts,  Yon honrdin'
house loafer an' the rest of you seum
o' the seven sens. glf yore shovels an'
glt 1o diggin', or TN put yon ashore
In 8an Franclecos fint hroke, an' gind
to leave the ship, at that, Jump!™

The Finn snarled. and the rest stood
firm. Not one of them knew the renl
valne o} their promised share. Money
represented only eonnters exchanged
for lodeive, food and drink enough
to make 1hem eadden befare they han
rpent even thelr usunl woages  Then
they would wiake 1o find the rost gone,
and theow themeelves upon the selfish
bonnty of 0 honrding-house keeper,

Put they had seen the gold, they
had havdled it anil they were Inflamed
by a fetse of what 1t ought te do for
them.  Perhinpe hndf of them conld
not ndd o simple sum, eonld not grasp
figares bovand o thomeand. at mos
And the sight of e much gold had
made 1 In o manner, cheap, Tt was
there. & heap of it, and they wanted
more of that shining heap than had
heen protilsed them,

“You tnlk big.” snld the Finn, “Look
my hunds”  He showed palms eal
loused. split, swollen lampe of chil-
blatned fesh waorn down und stiffened
*T bin seumun, not navey."”

Lund torned to the hunters,

“You th on this?™ he asked. Dem-
fog and Bewle moved off. Two of the
others  Jolned them. “Nentral ™
sneered Lund. “T'll remember that.”
Hansen gnd the two remaining came
over beslde Lund and Ralney.

*Five of ur” sald Lund. “Five
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porury. oontidence In their osn prow
- Atk salor  hat  answersd
1|.‘!---i'n vostil et ions  clinllenge

| fnrd, ahomghin Bemduaes . Dined alistie w
foolhnrdy thing I tossing #Wuy his
rpu:.. l!-\\n- pogndficent, bt v wax
Lot wir,  Pore Lenvodn® Bt e had

| geant time for thinkipg.  Lund Fovsseid

!lm-\ u serap of miviee, “Koeep movin'?
| pon't let ‘em orowd you!" ‘Then the
| fizht was Jolnsd ‘

| The girl leaned oul from the prom
outory to wateh the rournes Timn
dn, Impnssive us ever, teniled his Tires
Bundy crept down to the b sohy, Hrnwn
| desplte his will, atd shiufihed in wiiel

| put, Irresolute, too wedk 10 wrtetpt
| to mix In, but excited. enger 16 help
| Deming, Bedle anl the two nevtrnd
hunters, stood e ope sile W niting.
| fght

prrhaps. (o Soe whittly why the
|l‘|'!ll_ regerves for the upparent vie
ror

The Finn, hest and biggess of the
sallors, rushed for Lunid his 1Hetle
eyes red with rupe, CriEy with desire
to tmnke good his houst thit bhe was AN
grod as Lund.  In his hirbrle Wiy
he was somewhat of o dancer wnd his
legs were ns lissome ns his arins e
lenped, steiking with fisis nnil feet,

Lund met him with & Derce upper
cat. short-traveled, sent from the bip.
His enormous hand, bunched to &
knuckly lump of stone, koocked the
Finn over, lifting him, before he fell
with hig poge driyeq 1o, it Loge shet-

-

Ctered, his lips hroken ke overn

| fruit, and his discolored teeth knocked
out.

He Innded on his back, rolling over
and over, ta le stil), half stunned,
| while two mere sprang for Lond.
| Lund roared with surprise and pain
| gg one enught his red beard snd swung
!10 It. smiting and kicking, He
| wrapipwed his left arm about the man,
| ernshlilng hlm close up to him, and,
" as the other cume, diving low, butting
| At his solar plexus, the glant gripped
him by the collur. using his own lm-
petus, und brought the two skulls to-
gether with a thud that left them
rtunnied,

The twa dropped from Lund's re
lnxed urms ke sacks, and he stepped
over them, alert, polsed on the balls
vof his feet, lettlng out a shout of
| triumph, while he looked nbonr him
for his next adyersary.

The bedrock on which they fought
was slippery where lee hnd formed In
It,hr- erevices Two sedwen tackled
Hunsen, He stopped the curses of one
with u straight punch to his mouth,
but the man clung to his arm, bear-
ing It down. Hansen awung a! the oth.
er, und the blow went over the shoul-
der as he dodged, but Hansen got him
In chancery, and the three, stuggering,
swenring, sliding, went down ut last
together, with Hansen underneath,
twisting one's neck to shut off his
wind while he warded off the wild
blows of the second. With a wild
heave he got om all fours, and then
Lund, roaring llke a bull as he came,
tore off a seaman snd flung him
headlong.

“Pound him, Hansen!"™ he shouted.
his eyes hard with purpose, shining
like ice that refiects the sun, his nes-
trils wide, glorying in the fight

The Finn bad got himself together
u bit, wipilng the gouts of blood from
his face and spitting out the snags of
his broken teeth. He drew a knife
from Inslde his shirt, & long, curving
bilade, and sidled, like a crab, toward
Lund, murder in his plggy, bloodshot
eyes, walting for a chance to slip Io
and stab Lund In the back, ralling to
a comrade to help him.

“Come on," he called, "Olsen, wit'
vore knife. Gut the swine!"

Another biade finghed out. and the
palr advanced, cronching. knees nnd
bodies bent. Lund backed nwony war
Ity townrd the apposite T Topking
for lovse rock fraginent.  He had for
pidden knives to the sallors sinee the
muting, und hnd foreed o delivery, but
these two had been bidden. A knife
to the Flun wid o natural gecessory
Omly  his drunken  fronzy b mide
Him tey to bent Land o hls own game

Ugge of Al two hunters, lnmed with
a klck on the knew, howling with the
paing clinehed swirvipely gl bore the
wopman  down, batfering  hix head
apninst o knob of rock. The other
friendly hunter had bashed and ot
feted bl opponent to submission. Rt
Halney wis in hard cose,

A senmunn, holf Mexiean, flew gt him

ke u wildeat. Ralney struck oul,
and his fisis hit st the top of the
broed's hend  without stopping him

Then he elinehed

The Mexiean was slippery as an el
He got his arms free. his hads <hot
up, and his thambs sought the inner
corners of Hulney's eyes. The sud
den. burnlng unguish wis nddening
and e drove hilg clnsped (s upaed
worlging wwns the drilling fiogers

T homds clowed ot his shonbders
frons hehimd sprang  fnir
Iy on his ek, A kinee thrust ngains
his sploe

Sonnpone

The ngony  lelt him Bedpdess  1he
veriehrae  sepmed  ahom  tn oriek
stevneth il will sere =hnt aff, and
e weata wasnt Biaek. Al then e
| of e e e L R T LA T
et ) this Tonr of thiva wenl
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|||l|-| stitted whivapits
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b for Dliws b et i il endes of
| slivewties nrpd Larn jylan YRR R LU TR
Pt Bl et his shionbiers waidnet
e rowks ansd stoend withe opren Binis,
witehing the two o withe (hedr Ktidses,
e wdargt dar, Toant Ly fout, 1o ke
M litiish
b Pogey Shns, o strdel of hee pole

sellow hinde whipge 1 ok T T L
ol hier eyes as sbye syl ol the wloe
of the elIF, her Hps apart, hr hirvnast

|
|
1 risinge
|

storiilly, wutehlng:  her T
tures ehnnging with the tide of Lot
nk It surged bBeneath her, panciauted

with mofMed shouts nnd whndeligguad
Ifunlln-‘ she syw  Lupd at buy, and
snuteh] out her pistol. But the dis
tance wiax (oo gremt, She dared o
trust her nlin

Sy, dpneing o and out witling
but hwlpless. bhound by fear ol Ik
of muscle, suw Deming, followed hy
Benle, stegling up the teall, untsoted
I by the girl, wha lewned far forward,
Cwatehdng the tight, her eyes on Lundd
g thie two ereeping closer with thick
| knives ennutlnus but deterinined
|Tn|nu-1u wtood further back uid conid
I not wee them
I The Ilail's wits
forvieustle experience, surmised
Dieming und Bewle were nfuer as e
guined e promontory fAut nnd oren
townrd the fires

“Hey ™ he shrilled,
they're afier the tools!™

slinrpened by bl
whint

Wik outs

Deming's hand was stpetehod toward |

worn steel scoup =hiarp
as a chisel  Deple woas o fow foet he
hind Nim. ‘Tley were goltig to
the shovels nnd drills dowy to the
BPRIDED,

Tamads turned. His face did not
change, but his eyes glenmed as he
thrust & dipper In the stenming rems
nants of the pea soup end flung the
| thick blistering mnss falr In Deming's
face. At the same moment the girl's
lnl.llol erucked with = stab of red
flame. Beale dropped, shot o the
peck, close to the collarbone, twist-
iag ke & scotched snaks, rolling down

g shovel 1tu
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Peming, Nhowling ke & & ~:ohefd
devil, elawed with one hoit ode
sticky mags thut masked him Ay -
ran blind, wild with pein,  He tripped.
clutehed, and lost hix hold, sHA oo o
plane ~of loy Inva, smooth &8 gl
struck # buttress (hnt sent him off sk
a tangent down the face of the N,
bounding from fmpndét with an e
thrust elbow of the rock, whirling -
to spuee, Into the ey turnioll of e
waves, flooding Into the inlet.
Peggy Simm= fied down  the
with n steel defll in elther  Hasl
strnlght  meross  the  heach  fowsnll!
Lund, The Finp turned on her with.
a =narl and n side swipe of his knife,
but ghe leaped wside, dodged the ot
er dlowfoot, mmd thrust s deilil &%
Lund, who grasped It with a ery of
exultation, swinging It over his henll
ae If It hind been o bambon  Flarsens
hnd =huken off his men. and coane
leaping In for the second drill,

The knife fell tinklog on the fromes
rock s Lond smnshed the weist of (he
Finn,  The girl's gun made the secend
wonlih-be <tabher throw up hie haosls,
while Hansen snutched his  wespa,
flung it over the farther ollff, sl
knocked the seaman to the growsd
before he Joined Lund, charging the
rest, who fled before the sight of e
and the threat of the bars of steell
Lund laughed loud, and stopped’
striking. usiog the drill as & gpomll.
driving them Into a hnddled horde,
ke leaderless sheep, knee<deag,
thigh-deep, Into the water. where thes
stopped and begged for mer

Hansen turned te put a fini-! -
separate struggles.

Tt ended as swiftly as It lir

One hunter could barely stni:

kicked knee, Ralney's bu

strained and stiffening, Lund had less -
a handful of his beard, and Hansess-
cheek was lald open.

On the other side the casuabihes:
were more severe. Deming wes
drowned, his body flung wp by e
tide, rolling In the swash. Beale was
coughing bloed, though net dangen
ously wounded., The Finn was eryimg
over his broken wrist, all the fight esn
of him.

Lund took swift Invenlory, [indagy
them up as they came timorously et
of - thie wnter or struggled agalnst e
¢liff ut his order. Tamads had comme
down from the fires. Peggy had ol

1§, -

of hix share, ind Sandy's tircesty
shout, Lund nedded at him - -
friendly mnnner.

“You're u white mun, ‘emade,™ e
sald, “You, too, Sundy. I'll not See
get 1. Ralney, rountd up these dere

feta an’' help Tumudn Ax em up. VR
gottle with 'ein Inter. Hansen, pat O
rest Of 'em 1o work, an' keep' “esm
to 1t! Do you henr? They got te &=
the work of the whole hunch.”

Lund turned to¢ the two huntews
wlhio had stood apart.

“Wal, you yellow-bellied neutraby™
he suld, his volee cold and his ey
hard, “Thought T might lose, wall
hoped g0, didn’t you? Plck up hak
akunk  Benle an' tote him  aboesll
Then come bhack an' go te wec
You'll git vore stnres, but you'li mek
git what's comin’ to those who i oml
by. Now git out of my sight Yom
e burs Thut when you come bacl™
He nodded nt the sodden gorpse offf
Deming, Mung up on the it “Yeom
oun tnke ns prive digesers
out of whnt aws him At poteer.
He ain't goin' o collect, this teipe™

Motvey., Bne aml sore, helped Te-
mndi patel up the wonnded, traing

yore iy
AL

the lomters” guarters inte g ek peay,
using the tnhile for opetntion Hedhe
wite e worst off bat Tamoedn e
novnecdl Dl et vitully | B -
Wfiwir N v T Pl Wil
11 i | |1 i 1
fovge, {0 i |
Aih=l s il e I bat
il 1 | | 7] U TTTRCCI IO e
i ombrhint vw It " RTINS
Biw e n I stmiiet ng
pkgepd annn el wathe o TR

b I vk et obl el o™
Y L) e BTRETYLTR H

Nl otol Misx Shntos furmesd  (he
Il bl Hariney I eyl pet
B foeds st thieyd hibve tinkted
L I orider

Hhenls wihtl  Tumidn,  *Suppsnse
her LI Lund, how they pet swe sl
No wne 1o povdgnte,  Presently  ite
bt wandd  tind  them I thirds

M L will payhe st e nose.™
16 =il guietly

Whnt o yvan mein

“Ae e think b the binek of tus
aend bonrringy for thnt }nmlmm .
NOTTTER e understiaond o
hey know the schooner st islind. e
Wikt eomie Jas' this e s moets
arbons, 1 think.™

S owne n bt of o colneblenes™
Tumsedn  shrugged  his  shouldeos
allghitis

M1 olinke Jupanese government knoe
l thi! goew on In North Polar ™
glon” Le sl "There Ix wirelops stm
Loty on Wrangell Istunil, We piss by
hat protts j

o

vafinod

elees

Iainey chewel that Infortantion s
W ot on b olathes. wendering 14
Moy Beged seps e st of the gunboat
Pl swonld Lpve to pass wouth througt
Rering stenlt T wanld 1w ensy (o
avertonil thetn batt them, seareh the
gchinoner. conflsente the gold They

were nol ol of reoanhie )11'

When he went into the cabin to re-
place hls tarn cout— he had hardly =
sutton Intwet abaee the walst, from
faekat to undersilrt- he found' the
firl there  with  Lund.  Apparently
ther b st comie ine Pegey 8lmms
with faee aglow with the exoltement

thar hod not subvigml was proffering

Land her plstal
“Roeop IL" he sald

It. P've gol mine™
“Hut ypu threw it Into the water. I

saw you.

“You may need

[thy trall te_the besch again.

(To be concluded mext wi



